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threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 16, 2004.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:21 a.m., January 20, 2004]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on January 21. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 16, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to for-
eign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process is to continue in
effect beyond January 23, 2004, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22,
2003 (68 FR 3161).

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that disrupt the Middle East peace process
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities
that have the purpose or effect of threatening
the Middle East peace process and that are
hostile to United States interests in the re-
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gion. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to foreign
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process and to maintain in force
the economic sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban

Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 16, 2004

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
6 months beyond February 1, 2004, of the
right to bring an action under title III of the
Act is necessary to the national interests of
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.
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The President’s Radio Address
January 17, 2004

Good morning. This coming week, I will
report to the Congress and the American
people on the state of our Union. Over the
past few years, America has been confronted
with great challenges, and the American peo-
ple have responded with strength and com-
passion and confidence. This Nation is meet-
ing its priorities, both at home and abroad.

America continues to wage a relentless
campaign against terrorists who threaten our
country. We're fighting this war on the offen-
sive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying
and seizing their secret finances, and holding
terrorists and their sponsors to account.
These terrorists are still dangerous, and we
will stay on the hunt until they are destroyed.

Across the greater Middle East, America
is confronting dangers and promoting de-
mocracy and hope as the alternative to terror
and violence. Afghanistan, once ruled by the
brutal Taliban regime, has adopted a new
constitution and is following the path of de-
mocracy, including providing fundamental
rights to women.

The leader of Libya has now pledged to
disclose and dismantle all of his weapons of
mass destruction programs. And in Iraq, the
enemies of freedom are being systematically
routed from their holes and rounded up.
Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for
their own security and future Government.
American troops in that country are per-
forming their duty with skill and courage, and
we're proud of them all.

Here at home, we continue to build pros-
perity and economic security for our people.
Tax relief has helped turn our economy
around. We’ve doubled the child tax credit,
cut taxes for everyone who pays income taxes,
and increased incentives for small businesses
to invest in new equipment and create jobs.

The results are clear. Our economy grew
at its fastest pace in two decades in the third
quarter of 2003. Manufacturers are seeing a
rebound in new orders in factory activity, and
more than a quarter-million new jobs have
been created since August.

Our Government has also acted to
strengthen our Medicare system. To keep
our commitment to America’s senior citizens,

we're adding better preventative care and a
prescription drug benefit to the Medicare
program. Many thought these reforms were
impossible, yet members of both parties put
old debates behind them and fulfilled our
promise to America’s seniors.

On Tuesday night, I will outline the steps
we must take to meet the goals of this Nation.
We will work to expand opportunities for all
Americans to own their own business. We’ll
press forward on an agenda of economic
growth so that everyone who wants to work
can find a job. We'll take steps to help fami-
lies and small businesses deal with the rising
cost of health care. We will continue to help
schools and students meet the high standards
we’ve set so no child in America is left be-
hind. We will encourage the good work of
faith-based groups that bring hope to those
in need. For the sake of our own freedom
and security, we will continue to fight the
war on terror.

With all these actions, we will continue to
confront the challenges of our time, and we
will continue to make America a more se-
cure, more prosperous, and more hopeful
place.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m. on
January 16 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 17.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 16 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Col. Muammar
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Luncheon With
Spouses of African-American Clergy

January 19, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated. I have
dropped by—[laughter]—because Laura told
me to. [Laughter]

First of all, I want to welcome you all to
the people’s house, and I am so glad you've
come to celebrate this important national
holiday with Laura. My job is to introduce
her so she can give some remarks. But before
I do so, first of all I want to say thanks from



